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BULLETIN OF THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 



THE ANNUAL MEETINGS AND REPORTS 



JANUARY 1 1 and 13 were the dates 
on which were held the annual 
meetings of the Governing Mem- 
bers and Trustees of the Art Institute. 
All the officers and trustees were re- 
elected. Mr. Arthur T. Aldis was 
elected a trustee to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Mr. Albert A. 
Sprague. The same committees were 
re-appointed. 

The thirty-seventh Annual Report of 
the Trustees, which was presented at the 
meeting of the Governing Members, re- 
views the general growth of the Institute 
during the year just ended. The attend- 
ance for 19 1 5 was over a million, an in- 



crease of about 60,000 over the preceding 
year. The membership gain was as fol- 
lows : Annual members, 1 ,692 ; life mem- 
bers, 298. The amount received for mem- 
berships was $88,716.04, a gain of $21,- 
055.73 over the receipts of 1914. From 
these receipts the life membership and 
governing life membership fees, amount- 
ing to $30,600, were added to the Life 
Membership Fund which increased it to 
$198,700. The interest on this fund is 
used for the operating expenses of the 
Institute. The Annual Report for 19 15, 
giving a complete record of the work of 
the Art Institute for the past year, will 
be mailed to members as soon as printed. 



NOTES 



LOAN EXHIBITION OF PRINTS 
— A small but rare collection of 
' eleven pastels and prints by James 
McNeill Whistler has been lent to the 
Art Institute by Mr. Marshall Field, 
and is on exhibition in the Print Depart- 
ment, Gallery 45. 

The Sargent Portrait — The latest 
gift to the Institute from the Friends of 
American Art is a portrait of Mrs. 
Dyer by John Singer Sargent. This is 
essentially a painter's painting and is 
particularly admired by the artists. Its 
date is 1880. The picture represents a 
slender woman in black seated against a 
rich brown background. The figure is 
in profile, the head is turned looking out 
of the canvas and the hands are folded 
loosely in the lap. 

Mrs. Dyer was the wife of Charles 



Gifford Dyer, the artist, who lived 
abroad some forty years and was well 
known to Sargent and other members 
of the Italian colony. 

Winslow Homer Water Colors — 
Simultaneously with the opening of the 
regular exhibitions last month Mr. Mar- 
tin A. Ryerson placed on view a loan col- 
lection of twenty Winslow Homer water 
colors in Gallery 47. The Art Institute 
appreciates the privilege of exhibiting 
these paintings, particularly as there are 
so few examples of water colors by this 
artist in Chicago. These present the 
rude coast and fishing themes that are 
characteristic of Homer's brush. They 
are very personal in their message and 
are executed with the virile technique 
which is distinctive of their author's 
aquarelles. 
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